Value of brain CT scan in children with febrile convulsions.
Studies specifically dealing with the value of brain CT scans in different types of febrile convulsion are lacking when compared to the large amount of studies on other favorable convulsive disorders. This study is correlation study between children who presented with febrile convulsions (n = 38) and the results of their brain CT scans. Twenty four patients had risk factors for subsequent epilepsy (group A), 3 of them had abnormal CT scans in the form of mild diffuse brain atrophy, and all 3 patients were found to have prior neurodevelopmental deficits. The other 14 patients did not have such risk factors (group B) and had normal brain CT scans. Despite the small size of the study, the results are unequivocal, and it can be concluded that brain CT scan is not indicated in the management of simple or complex febrile convulsions. Brain CT may be justifiable, but may not be clinically useful in the management of febrile convulsion patients with prior neurodevelopmental deficits.